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Tabular (Before)
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Population per square mile

Same Data - Now on a Map
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Map features          +              Data            +       Geometry/Topology

Connects map 
features to data and 
uses topology to 
analyze space

GIS is a 
Thinking Map
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•Points

•Lines

•Polygons

•Surfaces

How GIS Works…
Map Features Linked to Data
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Benefits of Using GIS & Maps for ATJ

Accessible
“Clear to everyone from students to senior decision 

makers.”

Informative
“Help provide context for why access to justice is so 

necessary by broadening our scope of focus onto 
statewide demographics.”

Strategic
“By understanding the people in the community we are 

able to more effectively plan for meeting their needs.”

Engaging
“These maps prompted discussion and critical thinking and 

allowed us to compare local jurisdictions to state trends.

Concise
“We were able to distill large quantities of complex data 

into a simplified image that can be quickly interpreted.”

Authoritative
“Provide accurate data across geography and time.”





9

Questions to Consider 

 What story are we trying to tell?

 Who do we need to reach?

 What will be compelling/convincing to them? 
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Identify 
Data

Explore 
& 

Analyze

Gain 
Insight

Revise

Form 
Question
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Collaboration Partnerships
Decision 
Making

Evaluation Advocacy Strategic 
Planning

Opportunity

Applications of GIS in the Justice Community
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$21.5
million
27% 

of Florida’s 
legal aid 
funding

7 
programs

All 67 
counties

Federal funding for civil legal aid

Florida’s Legal Services Corporation Funding
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How do these leaders 
show Florida’s 
congressional 

delegation the impact 
of LSC funding on 

Florida? 

ABA Days in Washington, April 26-27, 2017
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Cases closed by 30 Florida civil legal aid organizations in 2015, including:

Organization 
Name

Client 
Demographics

Client Zip 
Code

Case Type
LSC/Non-LSC

7/23

Florida Bar Foundation Data
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Map distribution by ZIP 
-> not so relevant

Where did people benefit from LSC-funded organizations?
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Maps by congressional 
district show each member 
of Congress the impact on 
his or her district.

Where did 
people benefit 
from LSC-funded 
organizations?
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People facing 
housing 
insecurity

Maps Showing 
Impact by 
District for 
Specific 
Population 
Groups
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Veterans

Maps Showing 
Impact by 
District for 
Specific 
Population 
Groups
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Abuse survivors

Maps Showing 
Impact by 
District for 
Specific 
Population 
Groups
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Seniors

Maps Showing 
Impact by 
District for 
Specific 
Population 
Groups
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Percentage and raw 
numbers of constituent 
services that would be 
lost without LSC 
organizations 

27 Congressional 
District Profiles

● Overall 
● U.S. veterans
● Abuse survivors
● Seniors
● Housing matters

thefloridabarfoundation.
org/materials-aba-days/

srln.org/WIIFM
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thefloridabarfoundation.org
/interactive-story-map-

shows-hurricane-impacts-
floridas-vulnerable-

populations/

srln.org/HurricaneIrma

Story Map:
https://arcg.is/CCDzi
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Data resource for 
Florida Bar 
Foundation grantees 
and others

Hurricane Irma Story Map

● hurricane impacts

● social vulnerability

● housing/location 
affordability

● FEMA applications

● D-SNAP applications

● Legal Vulnerability 
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Displays the sum of 
multiple at-risk indicators 
for each county’s 
population.

Legal Vulnerability Index

● Income below 125% 
(poverty)

● Renters
● Uninsured (health)
● Immigrants
● Limited English Proficiency
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Future Plans:  Mapping Data on Services Provided

● FEMA Denials
● Consumer Fraud
● Domestic Violence

● Landlord/Tenant Issues
● Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention
● Problems Faced by Marginalized Communities
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We can use these tools to show:

Need Impact Service 
Gaps

Evaluation Advocacy Strategic 
Planning

They can help us do a better job with our:

Applications of GIS in the Justice Community
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Identify 
Data

Explore 
& 

Analyze

Gain 
Insight

Revise

Form 
Question



YOUR TURN

Now, we want you to consider a problem or challenge 
you are confronting in your own work.

Work in pairs and use the handout to brainstorm:
• What story you want/need to tell about your challenge 
• How you might begin to tell it through GIS



YOUR TURN

Work in pairs and use the handout to brainstorm:
What story do you want/need to tell about your challenge?
• Whom do you need to reach? 

What will convince them? 
How might you begin to tell your story through GIS?
• What data would you need? 

What data you already have access to?



srln.org/GISDataResources
srln.org/GISforJustice to join listserv & connect with others

Identify Open Source Data

data.gov
ArcGIS Online - www.arcgis.com/home/index.html
factfinder.census.gov
Wikipedia listing of GIS data sources



srln.org/whom-do-we-serve
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Tips for Generating Media Interest

 Plan Ahead 

 Consider Timing 

 Have Strong Supporting Materials

 Loop Us in 

bit.ly/joinjusticevoices
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Information on Your Presenters

Nancy Kinnally
The Florida Bar Foundation
nkinnally@TheFloridaBarFoundation.org
407-960-7000
www.TheFloridaBarFoundation.org
www.facebook.com/TheFloridaBarFoundation
Twitter:  @FL_Bar_Found
www.linkedin.com/company/florida-bar-foundation

Alison Davis-Holland
Self-Represented Litigation Network
alison@srln.org
703-688-2266
www.srln.org/MapGallery
www.srln.org/GISforJustice
Twitter:  @SRLN15
www.srln.org/WIIFM

Camille Ward

Voices for Civil Justice

ward@voicesforciviljustice.org

202-372-9030

www.voicesforciviljustice.org

Twitter: @JusticeVoices

bit.ly/joinjusticevoices
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